Will You Say, "I Will?"

Isaiah 6:1-13

Before reading Scripture - ask congregation "Do you trust me?" Instruct them to close their eyes, then cover them with their hands and keep them covered while scripture is read and until they are instructed to remove it.

Introduction: Imagine what it would be like to suddenly have to live in total darkness each and every day of your life. No sun. No artificial light. Nothing but dim, dark shadows. Day in and day out, darkness. Of course for those who are physically blind, this is a reality. For the rest of us, the thought is unnerving. I'm sure we would learn to adapt to our situation eventually. We would find ways to function and go about our days. But it would be very difficult indeed. Frustrating at best. Mostly depressing.
Now remove hand and open your eyes. What if suddenly, after many years, you woke up one day and there was light again. Gloriously wonderful light. Would it make a difference in the way you life your life? I dare say it would be like a new beginning - a fresh start. You would experience a new freedom in your life. A burden would be lifted. You would be able to see things that you had never seen before.
Now let's take this illustration in the spiritual realm. To borrow the words of a well known hymn, "Millions grope in darkness, waiting for Thy Word. Set my soul afire, Lord, set my soul afire!" Of course the problem here is that the number, "millions," should really be billions. 

According to research conducted by the International Mission Board, there are currently 6,825 people groups in our world today where less than 2% of the population have an evangelical presence - that is bible-believing, gospel preaching Christians. Furthermore, there are 3,139 of these groups that are totally unengaged with the gospel. No evangelical church planting movement exists among these people at all. 339 of these groups have a population of more than 100,000 people.
That means that over 4.18 billion people are considered unreached and nearly 200 million are unreached and unengaged with the gospel. I know those numbers seem unreal to us - they are hard to comprehend. Basically, about 60% of the current world population is unreached.
Knowing what we know about the gospel – that, it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes - those numbers ought to break our hearts and keep us on our knees in prayer.

What can we do about it? What can we do as a small church located in rural Nash County with limited resources? Pray, give, go, SEND! This year, the goal for Lottie Moon is $2,000. I know that is higher than the previous year, but it is a faith goal. With the recent cutbacks at the IMB, our giving is more crucial than ever before. So my overarching question for you to consider is this: Who will say, "I will!" Who will say: I will pray, I will give, I will go, I WILL SEND?
Today, I want to give you four reasons why every Christian should say, "I will." All of them come from this passage. This message was inspired by a message preached by Dr. David Platt who now leads our international mission board.
First of all, we ought to say, "I will," because...

I. WE SERVE AN INCOMPRESENSIBLY GLORIOUS GOD (vv. 1-4)
a. One incredible fact remains, regardless of what happens in this life: our God reigns!
b. Isaiah needed that reminder at this time in his life. He and his nation were in mourning  the loss of their beloved King, Uzziah, who for most of his 52 year reign, had been a good and godly king.
i. “And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had done.” (2Ch 26:4)
ii. The big blemish on his record occurred when he attempted to burn incense in the temple – which was the duty of the priests alone. Azariah and 80 other priests tried to prevent him from burning the incense. Uzziah then became angry at them continuing his effort. God struck him with leprosy. (2nd Chronicles 26:16-22)
iii. In spite of his godly record, he failed and spent the later days of his rule separated from the people because of his leprosy. He died in obscurity.
c. Contrast King Uzziah’s life with this vision of this perfect, glorious king – one who would never die, never sin and never fail. Isaiah saw a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ in his in all His preincarnate majesty.
i. The Seraphs (The burning ones) attended Him as He was seated upon the throne; they worshipped him.
ii. They called out to one another as they flew, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts. The whole earth is full of His Glory.”

iii. Simply put, there is no equal to Him. He is glorious. He is awesome. He is worthy of our worship and adoration. And not just our worship, but every creature. We were created to praise him!
d. Our glorious God not only deserves your worship, but the worship of all men everywhere because of who He is.
i. "For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens." (1Ch 16:25-26)
ii. "And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." (Isa 40:5)
II. WE ARE A SINFULLY LOST PEOPLE, LIVING AMONG A SINFULLY LOST PEOPLE (V. 5)
a. Isaiah experienced conviction in his heart after seeing the vision of our glorious Savior. he cried out, "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips..."
i. Understanding and admitting our sinfulness before a Holy God is an important part of coming to Christ and getting others to Christ.
ii. We may not see ourselves as being so bad. That is usually because we are seeing our sin from a flawed, human perspective. Humans see their sin as a small offense that can easily be excused or brushed aside, but God sees every sin regardless of size as a violation of his holiness warranting full and infinite punishment. 
iii. "The magnitude of sin is determined by the majesty of the One Who is sinned against" - David Platt
b. Once we properly understand and address our own sin, we are to realize that there are a multitude of others who are in the same predicament as we are and need the same mercy available to us.
i. One sin, the initial disobedience of Adam and Eve to the commandment of an infinitely holy God brought condemnation to all mankind.
ii. "Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned..." (Rom 5:12)

iii. "But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe." (Gal 3:22)
c. In the words of Paul, "How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" (Rom 10:14-15)

d. Every thing our mission efforts are about are summed up in those words I read - praying, giving, going and sending!
III. WE HAVE A WONDERFULLY MERCIFUL SAVIOR (VV. 6-7)
a. In his vision, we see how one of the Seraphim few to the burning altar of the temple, picked up a hot coal, and touched Isaiah's tongue with it telling him that his sin and guilt had been taken away.

i. This vision was given to Isaiah for our benefit too...it gives up a picture of the atonement that God would provide through Jesus Christ.

ii. Christ would eventually come and endure the penalty for sin in our place.
iii. "Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all."(Isa 53:4-6)
b. "The word of God tells us, The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance." (2Pe 3:9)
c. If God feels that way toward lost sinners, shouldn't I? Yes, yes and yes again! No matter who they are or where they are, Christ saves sinners through the gospel.

IV. WE HAVE AN INDESCRIBABLY URGENT MISSION (vv. 8-13)
a. Who should we respond to such mercy? Isaiah responded by surrendering his life. "Here I am! Send me." I will do what you ask of me.

b. Our king is worth so much more than just casual acceptance of his Grace and mercy. His grace compels us to abandon plans, dreams, possessions, priorities, treasures and pleasures in the world.

c. He is worthy of absolute submission to his person and absolute surrender to his purpose. Declaring His glory and his gospel to the ends of the earth, particular to the unreached.

Why must we urgently pursue his mission for us? Why must we reach the unreached and unengaged of the world? Why must we take the command of God to go to all people more seriously? Why must we stop giving only our spare time and leftover resources to this task?
1. Because the partial knowledge of God that the world has is enough to condemn them to hell.
2. Because the gospel of God is powerful enough to save them from hell and admit them to heaven.

3. Because the glory of God is good enough to satisfy them for ever.
Who will say, "I will!" Who will say: I will pray more, I will give my best gift ever to missions, I will go where ever God says, and if I can' go, who WILL I SEND?
